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HAWAII (August 21, 2025) - VP-47: The Best in the West continue to uphold our high standards in Hawaii! Excel-
lent work by our AOs and load team in readying the plane to do what we do best!!! (Photo courtesy of VP-47, 
Facebook)

Cover Photo

PLANESIDE is a quarterly online magazine published for the Maritime Patrol Associatrion, Inc. Copyright 2012-2025.
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Info & Benefits

What’s in Your Wallet?

Renew your annual membership today and enjoy the 
benefits of free monthly member happy hours, a quar-
terly magazine, discounted event tickets and participation 
in an organization that was established to preserve the 
history and legacy of the Maritime Patrol & Reconnais-
sance community.

With more than 1,000 members across the country 
that represent the spectrum of pay grades, active and 
retired, uniformed and civilian, the member networking 
opportunities are invaluable. And the association also 
supports dependents of current and former community 
members through a partnership with the Wings Over 
America Scholarship Foundation. Since 2012, MPA has 
awarded nearly $100,000 in scholarships. 

Join or renew today at:  
www.maritimepatrolassociation.org

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR 
CONTACT INFO!

Log-in to the Membership page of our web 
site or by using our app to access the secure 

member directory and other features. 
Don’t forget to update your contact information 

in your online profile each time you change 
locations or positions, or general contact info. 
MPA Membership cards are mailed out each 
time you renew. We need your updated mail-

ing address to make sure you get yours! 

https://www.baesystems.com/en-us/product/advanced-survivability-pod?utm_campaign=BAE+Marketing+24+Intrepid+Shield+-+June&utm_source=Planeside&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=eNewsletter&utm_term=Win+the+first+battle
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& PLUG INTO AN ELITE NETWORK

Connect
With Us

The MPA Networking Group on LinkedIn is 
a forum for discussion, and a place to bring 

both your questions and expertise. 

Know of a great networking event? Share it 
here! Looking for a job or looking to hire? 

Post it here! Need some guidance or want 
to share some insight? This is the place!

MPA Networking Group : www.linkedin.com/groups/9074240

Build a strong network of connections 
across various industries and locations.

Access numerous networking events in 
your location and/or area of interest.

Follow interests, companies and people 
that increase your visibility.

Give and receive tips and best practices 
for a career transition.

Mentor members in the group to 
increase their success.
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Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Warriors, Past and 
Present,

Our business is Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW), Anti-
Surface Warfare (ASuW) and Maritime Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR)...and business is 
good! Demand for MPRF multi-mission services is on par 
with the height of Cold War operations when we enjoyed 
24 active-duty VP squadrons and a dozen more reserve 
units. Today, with less than half that number, we are get-
ting the job done in every hot spot around the world. I am 
not exaggerating when I say, no one does it better!

We are privileged to have the best trained and most 
highly motivated crews and support personnel flying 
and caring for the most advanced and capable Maritime 
Patrol Aircraft in the world.Along with our allies flying the 
P-8A Poseidon and MQ-4C Triton, we hold adversary 
forces on and beneath the waves at risk. Our unyielding 
ability to find, fix, and when necessary finish targets give 
pause to any nefarious actor that seeks to threaten the 
United States, our partners or allies. On-station day and 
night thousands of miles from friends and family, our 
presence makes everyone safer and more secure. Pres-
ence matters.    
 
In C-NOte #2, our CNO reminds us that the Navy’s FOUNDRY is the engine that drives our warfighting advantage—
and that our people remain our greatest strength. Nowhere is that more evident than within the Maritime Patrol and 
Reconnaissance Force (MPRF). Our decisive edge comes from selective assignment, focused training, strong leader-
ship, and unmatched professionalism—all sustained by deliberate investment in our people. Not surprising, our Sail-
ors and their families are the heart of our readiness. When we invest in them, they thrive—and so does the mission.

This was evident when I had the privilege to stand up a new squadron in the constellation that comprises the MPRF. It 
is a rare and historic moment in Naval Aviation when we stand up a squadron. It’s even rarer that we do it in the image 
of the legendary VP-11 “Proud Pegasus”—a name that echoes through Brunswick’s hangars and across the long arc 
of MPRF history. We now continue this lineage of excellence, in the establishment of VUP-11: a new chapter, a new 
weapon system, and a new generation of Sailors who will write the next story of greatness. 

The Dark Horses of VUP-11, operating the MQ-4C Triton from mission control stations in NAS Whidbey Island, Wash-
ington represent the next step in MPRF ISR dominance. The high altitude, long endurance, and unblinking eye of 
Triton adds to the MPRF portfolio of ISR excellence and with their sister squadron, VUP-19 in Jacksonville Florida, will 
provide depth on the bench for any contingency. Their squadron motto – “Ride the Lightning” – gives credence to the 
dynamic nature and importance of this evolving mission. The squadron’s ethos clearly embraces CNO’s mandate to, 
“Be ready to win—tonight. Not prepare to be ready later.  Not build capacity eventually but - Be ready to win tonight.”

I hope to share more community news with you at the Spring MPA Symposium in Jacksonville in early March. Until 
then, I wish you the very best as we continue to Fly, Fight, Lead, and Win!

With Great Respect,
Craig “MADDOG” Mattingly
Rear Admiral, Commander Patrol and Reconnaissance Group/Patrol and Reconnaissance Group Pacific

Disclaimer: The views presented are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the views of DoD or its Components.
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2026
LARSHIP

ASSOCIATION

   M
ARITIME PATROL

We’re looking to propel some promising students into their future with 
some extra funds to foot the college bill. If you are the dependent of 
Navy personnel who currently or formerly served in the Maritime Patrol 
and Reconnaissance community, we just might be your wingman.

For more details, eligibility requirements, and to apply, visit:

Taking off for college?

This application is for you. 

www.maritimepatrolassociation.org

Wings Over America (WOA) administers the Maritime Patrol Association (MPA) scholarship.  Applicants who are eligible for the 
MPA scholarship will also be considered for available WOA scholarships. Application for the 2026 award year opens in October 2025.

The premier, non-profit professional 
organization for the Maritime Patrol 
and Reconnaissance community, 
providing recognition and enhancing 
the prestige of the MPR community 
by harnessing the power and sup-
port of our members and the com-
munity's industry partners.

FIND news and info from the 

active duty community, as well as your 

personal contacts, via PLANESIDE 

magazine and social media posts.

NETWORK with more than 

1,000 members via in-person events, 

social media, and a dynamic member-

ship directory. 

REUNITE with current and 

former colleagues and squadron 

mates at bi-annual symposiums and 

local chapter events.

MARITIME PATROL
ASSOCIATION

Membership

For more information and to sign-up:

maritimepatrolassociation.org
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LONG RANGE ANTI-SHIP MISSILE.

© 2023 Lockheed Martin Corporation

MULTI-PLATFORM, MULTI-ROLE, MULTI-MISSION.

       With superior range, survivability and targeting capabilities,Long 
Range Anti-Ship Missile (LRASM) provides maritime dominance and 

the capability our Warfighters need to accomplish their mission in any 
region, today and far into the future.

9



10



11
The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense 

visual information does not imply or constitute DoD endorsement

© 2025 Northrop Grumman
ngc.com/triton

Only with MQ-4C Triton

See farther. Act faster.
Fly longer. Stay safer.
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REAL THREATS REQUIRE 
REAL SOLUTIONS.

The P-8 is a proven, off-the-shelf military solution deployed around the 

world to protect seas and secure borders. With supportability based on  

a global 737 logistics network, the P-8 delivers confidence in an uncertain 

world—in all conditions, any time and anywhere.

Learn more at boeing.com/p-8

326504_1_MPA_Final_012623.indd   1326504_1_MPA_Final_012623.indd   1 1/26/23   1:03 PM1/26/23   1:03 PM
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Lifetime Members
CAPT Edward Alden
Petty Officer 3rd Class Todd 
Alles
CAPT Bill Allyn
LCDR Cecil Alton
CDR Rickard Amundsen
CAPT Tommy Anaston
Mr. Mike Andersen
CDR Bjorn Anderson
CAPT Thomas Arminio
CAPT Keith Armstrong
CDR William Atherholt
LCDR Thomas Atkinson
AWCS Stuart Babins
LT James Bailey
LT Bradley Bailey
LT Chris Baker
 Robert Barclay
AVCM Bruce Barney
RADM Jon Bayless
CMC Denny Behr
SR. CAPT. Dino Belfiore
RADM Kenneth Belisle
CAPT David Bellamy
CDR Michael Bender
LT Daniel Bennett
LCDR Alan Bentley
CDR David Bettinson
CAPT Paul Blunt
 Matthew Boensel
CAPT Dan Boman
LCDR Dean Bong
LCDR Robert Booth
CAPT Molly Boron
CAPT Lee Boyer
RADM Stanley Bozin
CAPT John Bramer
CDR James Brigden
LT Rosemary Brinegar
RADM Richard Brooks
CDR Derrick Bruce
LT Eric Buchanan
VADM Sean Buck
LCDR Richard Burgess
CAPT Mark Burns
LCDR Carson Burton
LCDR Brett Butterfield
CAPT Matthew Buyske
CDR Michael Callahan
LCDR Christopher 
Calvanico
CAPT Edward Campbell
CDR Mel Carpenter
RADM Matthew Carter
CDR Ted Carter
CAPT Charles Cassidy
CDR Ralph Cavalieri

Mr. Robert Champoux
CAPT Robert Chandler
ADRC Barry Chase
LCDR Jonathan Cashon
LT Michael Clark
CDR Edward Cleary
CAPT Chris Cluster
LT Andrew Coen
CAPT John Coffey
RADM Jon Coleman
LCDR Zachary Collver
LT Lance Cook
 Jeremy Cooper
CAPT Lawrence Cotton
RADM Kyle Cozad
AOC Roger Creamer
CAPT Mark Creasey
CDR George Currie
LT James Curtis
CAPT “Noel “”Tink””” Dahlke
 Collin Darwin
CAPT Henry Davis
CAPT Steve Deal
LCDR Thomas Dean
CDR David Demming
CAPT Mark Denari
CAPT Keith Denman
AW1 Dennis DePriest
RADM Ken Deutsch
LCDR Andrew Dierks
AD 1 Flight Engineer 
Randy Dixon
ATCS (AW) David 
Donaldson
CDR Megan Donnelly
 Gary Donoher
CAPT Thomas Donovan
CDR Lane Drummond
LT Wiliam Duncan
CAPT James Dvorak
CAPT John Dziminowicz
RADM Steve Eastburg
CDR Seth Eisenmenger
LT Mark Ellis
CAPT Mark Ensor
CAPT Rodney Erler
CAPT Erik Estenson
CAPT Randal Farley
CAPT Matt Farr
CAPT Ray Figueras
CDR Bob Filler
AO1(NAC/AW) Ernest Fil-
lilpucci
LCDR Gregory Firmbach
CAPT Heidi Fleming
CDR Stephen Fraser
CAPT Matt Frauenzimmer

CDR Kurt Fredland
LCDR Fredrick Gage
CDR Sam Gage
 Paul Gallagher
CAPT Albert (A.J.) 
Gallardo
CDR William Gamble
Mr. Scott Garlington
ENS Fletcher Garrison
CDR Patrick Gegg
CAPT Larry Gershon
Mr. Matthew Gibbons
AW1 Paul Giberti
ADCS (AC) Donald 
Gibson
CDR Paul Giguere
LCDR Larry Gilpin
LCDR Jonathan 
Glassman
CAPT Rich Goodwyn
CAPT Jeffrey Gorman
CDR Wally Gorrell
LCDR Jonathan 
Gosselin
CDR Jeffery Grant
CAPT Kenneth Greene
CDR Matt Griffin
 Roger Gulbransen
CAPT Bryan Hager
RADM Thomas Hall
CDR Justin Hamilton
CAPT Mark Hamilton
AWCS John Hampel
CAPT Patrick Hansen
AWCS John Hardy
ADM Harry Harris
LTJG Jordan Harris
VADM Michael Haskins
CDR John Hassinger
CAPT Rich Heimerle
CDR Matthew 
Hepfinger
CDR Charles Hewgley
CDR Jon Hill
CDR Robert Hill
CAPT Howard Hilley
LT Jenna Hillman
CDR Ronald Hilson
CAPT Jerome Hines
CAPT Paul Hockran
CAPT Thomas Hohl
RADM Michael Holmes
CAPT Jed Holzapfel
AX2 (AC) Don House
LT Brian Howard
LTJG Grant Howard
LCDR Adam Howe

CDR Kevin Hudson
Mr. George Hughes
AWC James Hunnewell
CAPT “Claude “”Dave””” 
Hunt
CAPT John Hunt
CAPT Jerry Huss
LT Richard Hutyra
LCDR Sergio Ibarra
CAPT Jim Imlah
CDR John David Inman
CAPT Walter Jackson
CAPT Francis (Ted) 
Jacobs
LT Michael Jacobson
CAPT Chris Janke
CDR Charles Jedlicka
CWO4 Ronald Jerasa
CAPT James Johnston
RDML Jeffery Jones
CWO3 ROGER Jurack
CDR Michael Kamas
CAPT Dale Kaser
LCDR John “Jack” 
Keane
CAPT Gregory Kelley
CDR Kevin Kennedy
AW3 Robert Kepka
CDR Douglas Kettler
CDR Jon King
Lt Charles King
 Andrew Kirchert
RADM Richard Kirkland
 Ted Klapka
CAPT William Klett
CDR Patrick Kluever
AW2 Viktor Kraenbring
LT Thomas Kulp
CAPT Greg Landers
CAPT Barry LaVigne
LT Anthony Leap
LTJG Kyuwon Lee
AWC John Leinhauser
CAPT Sean Liedman
CDR Robert Lightstone
Mr David Lihani
 Alan Linberger
AVCM David Liska
CAPT Joseph Littleton
CAPT Chad Livingston
CDR William Locke
VADM Stephen Loftus
CDR Josh Lowery
CAPT Stanley 
Lundgaard
CDR David M Gardella
LCDR Bob Machinski

CAPT Rick Magalis
 Jacob Magan
LT Jacob Malloy
CAPT Shawn Malone
CAPT Michael Marston
CAPT Charles Martello
LCDR James Martens
CAPT Beau 
Massenburg
VADM Walter 
Massenburg
CDR J. Mattonen
CAPT Michael 
McClintock
CAPT Kevin McGovern
CAPT Kevin McGowan
Mr. Edward McIntosh
CAPT Jeffrey McKenzie
 J. Michael McKinney
LT Clint McMillen
AWOC Benjamin Miller
LCDR Katie Medford-
Davis
AW2 Van Melroe
CDR Grant Mestnik
CAPT Greg Miller
LT Alexander Miller
LCDR James Miller
CDR Scott Miller
CAPT Andrew Miller
LCDR Clint Miller
CWO3 Randal Miner
CDR William Miner
LCDR Douglas Mitchell
CDR Bradley Monger
LCDR Luke Moragne
CAPT Henry Morales
CDR D Mori
CAPT Kenneth Morrell
AWC Frank Morris
Capt Richard Munro
CDR Leo Murphy
CDR Robert Murray
CDR Karl Murray
CAPT Dave Nelson
CAPT Eugene 
Newsome
LTJG Jason Noralez
LCDR John North
CAPT Bo Norton
CAPT Robert (Bob) 
Novak
CAPT Charles Nute
 Ed O’Brien
CAPT Jim O’Donnell
ADC Rod Oldenburg
CDR Michael Olenick
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CAPT John Orem
CAPT Graham Overman
CAPT Daniel “Danno” Papp
ATC (NAC) Robert Park
CAPT James Parks
CDR Michael Plageman
CAPT David Porter
CAPT Richard Porter
CAPT Ventzel Potochnik
LT Michael Prince
RADM Brian Prindle
CDR Nicholas Pulignano
CDR James Rather
LTJG Cameron Ray
CDR James Reeves
CAPT Peter Reinhardt
LTJG Charles Richmond
LCDR Edward Ripper
VADM Joe Rixey
LT Larry Robinson
CAPT Tim Rocklein
Mr. David Rodriguez
LT Brenna Rodgers
CDR Ned Rogerson
Dr. Carrie Root
CDR James Root
LT William Rudiger
CAPT Ronald Rumfelt
AT1 John Rushin
CAPT Matthew Rutherford

VADM Norbert Ryan
CDR Scott Sabau
LCDR Jordan Saverse
LT Kelly Sawielski
CDR Steve Schmidt
CAPT Bill Schneider
LCDR Jim Schneider
CAPT Brian Schneider
CAPT John Schuller
CAPT Robert Scott
RDML Lance Scott
CDR John Sherwood
CAPT Aaron Shoemaker
CDR David Shultz
Mr. Dominick Siano
LT Nicholas Skeen
VADM Walter Skinner
CAPT Fred Smith
CDR Janvier Smith
CAPT Gregory Smith
CAPT Kent Smith
CDR Lex Smith
CAPT Ernest Snowden
CDR Joseph Snyder
AWCM Edwin Stanfield
CDR Stephen Solkshinitz
CAPT Walt Spearman
CAPT G. Thomas Spink
RDML Jeff Spivey
CAPT Jon Spore

CDR William Squires
CAPT Zachary Stang
CDR Don Stanton
CDR Tom Stanton
LT Michael Stegge
CAPT Mark Stevens
Mrs. Sheila Stevens
Mr Jesse Stiggins
LCDR Jason Stillwell
CAPT Ric Stonesifer
CAPT Kenneth Sullivan
 Lisa Sullivan
CAPT David Sutton
CDR Jerry Swartz
CDR Paul Tarantino
AXC Bruce Teerlink
LT Branden Thomas
CAPT Tim Tibbits
CAPT Harold (Hal) Tickle
MCPO Gene Toffolo
CDR John Tomkovitch
CAPT Will Toraason
CDR Yurie Toyoda
AMCS Donald Tullar
LT JC Twibell
LCDR Brett Ulander
AOCS Thomas Valdez
CDR David Van Kampen
CDR Frank Verducci
AFCM  Paul Waeghe

CDR Steve Walsh
 David Warren
LCDR Brian Warren
AX-1 Paul Watts
LT Sara Wedemeyer
CAPT Mark Wegge
CDR Wayne Weller
 Nathen Whisler
CDR Curtis White
CAPT Robert Whitmire
CDR Ves Whittemore
LCDR John Wilde
CDR Rob Wilkerson
CAPT David Williams
CDR Neil Wingert
CAPT Mark Wisniewski
AFCM Edward Witt
Dr. William “Woody” Woodruff
CAPT Glen Woods
CAPT Frank Word
CAPT Wayne Wright
CAPT Perry Yaw
CAPT Rusty Yeiser
LT James Yi
CAPT Mark Zematis
CAPT Greg Zorbach
 William Zuna

*List t0-date through 12/2/25
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VP-45 Association Reunion
30 September – 4 October 2026
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Jacksonville Riverfront
Please visit the website or contact Jack Keane for more information:
Website: www.vp45association.org/reunions
Email: president@vp45association.org

VP-1 POPS (P-3 Orion Pioneers)
join/Renew your VP-1 POPS Membership:  
Check out membership information at:  www.vp1pops.com

ANA Patriot Squadron, Boston, MA
Monthly Meeting & Lunch @ 11 am, last Saturday of the month at the museum: This 
group operates a small naval aviation museum on the site of former NAS South Weymouth called the Shea 
Naval Aviation Museum. A number of members were formerly VP-92 and predecessor reserve patrol squadrons 
that were based at NAS South Weymouth.
For details see: www.anapatriotsquadron.org

Events    Reunion Groups

MODERNIZE 
FLEETS WITH THE 
TRUSTED DISRUPTOR
Delivering integration and sustainment 
solutions for mission success. 

Scan to learn more. 
L3Harris.com

CDR Steve Walsh
 David Warren
LCDR Brian Warren
AX-1 Paul Watts
LT Sara Wedemeyer
CAPT Mark Wegge
CDR Wayne Weller
 Nathen Whisler
CDR Curtis White
CAPT Robert Whitmire
CDR Ves Whittemore
LCDR John Wilde
CDR Rob Wilkerson
CAPT David Williams
CDR Neil Wingert
CAPT Mark Wisniewski
AFCM Edward Witt
Dr. William “Woody” Woodruff
CAPT Glen Woods
CAPT Frank Word
CAPT Wayne Wright
CAPT Perry Yaw
CAPT Rusty Yeiser
LT James Yi
CAPT Mark Zematis
CAPT Greg Zorbach
 William Zuna

*List t0-date through 12/2/25

http://www.vp45association.org/reunions
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Events    Chapter Events

Jacksonville Chapter
VP of Region:
Mark Stevens

Stay tuned for upcoming events!

Pensacola Chapter
VP of Region:
Lance Scott

Stay tuned for upcoming events!

Norfolk Chapter
VP of Region:
Kevin Hudson and Chris Purcell

Stay tuned for upcoming events!

Pax River Chapter
VP of Region:
Dan Papp

Stay tuned for upcoming events!
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Events    Chapter Events

Washington DC Chapter
VP of Region:
Carson Burton

Stay tuned for upcoming events!

Whidbey Chapter
VP of Region:
Perry Yaw

Stay tuned for upcoming events!

Moffett Chapter
VP of Region:
CAPT Tom Spink, USN (Ret.)

Stay tuned for upcoming events!
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VP Images Around the Globe

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (September 18, 2025) The honorable Sylvia Cesaratto, Consulate General 
of Canada and staff take a tour of a P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft assigned to Patrol 
Squadron (VP) 30 during a scheduled visit, September 18, 2025. VP-30’s mission is to provide 
P-8A and MQ-4C Triton Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) specific training to pilots, Naval 
flight officers, and enlisted aircrew prior to reporting to the fleet. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 1st Class Curtis D. Spencer.)
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(TOP LEFT) SIGONELLA, Italy (Oct. 22, 2025) – Aviation Structural Mechanic Airman Chloe Per-
kins directs a U.S. Navy P-8A Poseidon assigned to the “Fighting Marlins” of Patrol Squadron 
(VP) 40 at Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily. VP-40 is currently deployed in the U.S. 6th Fleet 
area of operations, supporting the warfighting effectiveness, lethality, and readiness of U.S. 
Naval Forces Europe-Africa, while defending U.S., Allied, and partner interests in the region. 
(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Andy A. Anderson)

(BOTTOM LEFT) SIGONELLA, Italy (Oct. 10, 2025) – Aviation Electrician’s Mate 2nd Class Bai-
ley Burrows signals a U.S. Navy P-8A Poseidon assigned to the “Fighting Marlins” of Patrol 
Squadron (VP) 40 during flight line operations at Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily. VP-40 is 
currently deployed in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of operations, supporting the warfighting ef-
fectiveness, lethality, and readiness of U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, while defending U.S., 
Allied, and partner interests in the region. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Special-
ist 2nd Class Andy A. Anderson)

(TOP RIGHT) SIGONELLA, Italy (Oct. 28, 2025) – Sailors launch a U.S. Navy P-8A Poseidon as-
signed to the “Fighting Marlins” of Patrol Squadron (VP) 40 at Naval Air Station Sigonella, 
Sicily. VP-40 is currently deployed in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of operations, supporting the 
warfighting effectiveness, lethality, and readiness of U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, while 
defending U.S., Allied, and partner interests in the region. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communi-
cation Specialist 2nd Class Andy A. Anderson)
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JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (October 1, 2025) Sailors assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 30 inspect an 
AGM-158C Long Range Anti-Ship Missile (LRASM) on board a P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol 
aircraft, October 1, 2025. VP-30’s mission is to provide P-8A and MQ-4C Triton Unmanned Air-
craft System (UAS) specific training to pilots, Naval flight officers, and enlisted aircrew prior 
to reporting to the fleet. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Curtis 
D. Spencer.)
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JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (August 15, 2025) Cmdr. Louis Gerard, Commanding Officer Patrol Squad-
ron (VP) 30 Squadron Augment Unit (SAU), relieves Cmdr. Nicholas Rueda as Commanding 
Officer at the VP-30 SAU change of command ceremony, August 15, 2025. Capt. Hamish Kirk-
land, Commanding Officer VP 30, presided over the ceremony. VP-30’s mission is to provide 
P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft and MQ-4C Triton Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) 
specific training to pilots, Naval flight officers, and enlisted aircrew prior to reporting to the 
fleet. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Curtis D. Spencer.)
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(TOP LEFT) SIGONELLA, Italy (Oct. 15, 2025) – Aviation Machinist’s Mate 2nd Class Calypso 
Schroeder and Chief Aircrew Survival Equipmentman Greg Choate perform a tool inspection 
at Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily. VP-40 is currently deployed in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of 
operations, supporting the warfighting effectiveness, lethality, and readiness of U.S. Naval 
Forces Europe-Africa, while defending U.S., Allied, and partner interests in the region. (U.S. 
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Andy A. Anderson)

(RIGHT) SIGONELLA, Italy (Oct. 17, 2025) – Sailors on a manlift perform repairs on a U.S. Navy 
P-8A Poseidon assigned to the “Fighting Marlins” of Patrol Squadron (VP) 40 at Naval Air 
Station Sigonella, Sicily. VP-40 is currently deployed in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of operations, 
supporting the warfighting effectiveness, lethality, and readiness of U.S. Naval Forces Eu-
rope-Africa, while defending U.S., Allied, and partner interests in the region. (U.S. Navy photo 
by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Andy A. Anderson)
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NAVAL AIR STATION WHIDBEY ISLAND, Washington (November 
12, 2025)- Chief Aviation Ordanceman Tom Swansey, assigned 
to Patrol Squadron (VP) 47, the ‘Golden Swordsman’ preforms 
maintenance on a pylon of a P8-A Poseidon holding an AGM-84 
D Harpoon on the NAS Whidbey Island flight line, November 12, 
2025. VP-47 is a maritime patrol and reconnaissance squad-
ron operating out of Naval Air Station Whidbey Island (NASWI) 
in support of Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing Ten (CPRW-10). 
(Navy Photo by Aviation Warfare Operator 2nd Class Dakoda 
Morris)
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(TOP RIGHT) KEFLAVÍK, Iceland (September 10, 2025) - Cmdr. Eric Bowen, commanding officer, 
Patrol Squadron (VP) 46, speaks to members of the Belgian Air Force about sonobuoy capa-
bilities inside a P-8A Poseidon aircraft during a tour at Keflavík Air Base, Iceland, September 
10, 2025. VP-46 and VP-69 are on a joint deployment in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of operations to 
support warfighting effectiveness, lethality and readiness of U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, 
and defend U.S., Allied and partner interests in the region. (U.S. Navy photo by Lt. Sara Wede-
meyer)

(TOP LEFT) KEFLAVÍK, Iceland (September 13, 2025) - Members of the Royal Danish Army; 
2nd Explosive Ordnance Disposal Battalion (2 EODBTN) and 5th Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posal Company (5 EODKMP), and U.S. Navy Sailors assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 46 pose 
for a photo in front of a P-8A Poseidon during Northern Challenge 2025 at Keflavik Air Base, 
Iceland, September 13, 2025. Northern Challenge is an annual explosive ordnance disposal 
(EOD) exercise hosted by the Icelandic Coast Guard to sharpen warfighting readiness and 
strengthen multinational interoperability in complex EOD operations to ensure U.S. forces 
and Allies remain ready to fight and win together. VP-46 and VP-69 are on a joint deployment 
in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of operations to support warfighting effectiveness, lethality and 
readiness of U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa, and defend U.S., Allied and partner interests in 
the region. (U.S. Navy photo by Lt. Sara Wedemeyer)

(BOTTOM LEFT) KEFLAVÍK, Iceland (September 13, 2025) - U.S. Navy Sailors assigned to Pa-
trol Squadron (VP) 46 participate in a familiarization ride aboard a Piranha V, attached to the 
attached to the Royal Danish Army, 2nd Explosive Ordnance Disposal Battalion (2 EODBTN) 
during Northern Challenge 2025 at Keflavik Air Base, Iceland, September 13, 2025. (U.S. Navy 
photo by Lt. Sara Wedemeyer)
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FACEBOOK (October 2, 2025) - VP-8 Fighting Tigers

AMEC Brian Winnicki and his family depart as the 
“Fighting Tigers” of Patrol Squadron Eight (VP-8) re-
turned home to NAS Jacksonville after a six-month 
deployment to the U.S. 5th and 8th Fleet areas of re-
sponsibility, Oct. 2. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communi-
cation Specialist 1st Class Matt Riggs/Released)
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(TOP) NAVAL AIR STATION WHIDBEY ISLAND, Washington (November 12, 2025) Aviation Ord-
nanceman 2nd Class Bryson Fulp, left, Aviation Ordnanceman Chief Warrant Officer Kyle 
Wagner, center, Chief Aviation Ordanceman Tom Swansey, right, all assigned to Patrol Squad-
ron (VP) 47, the ‘Golden Swordsman’ preform maintenance in the weapons bay of a P8-A 
Poseidon on the NAS Whidbey Island flight line November 12, 2025. VP-47 is a maritime patrol 
and reconnaissance squadron operating out of Naval Air Station Whidbey Island (NASWI) in 
support of Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing Ten (CPRW-10). (Navy Photo by Aviation Warfare 
Operator 2nd Class Dakoda Morris)

(RIGHT) NAVAL AIR STATION WHIDBEY ISLAND, Washington (November 7, 2025) Aviation Elec-
tronics Technician 3nd Kaylin Scott (left), Aviation Electronics Technician 2nd Class Tony 
DeJesus (center), Aviation Electronics Technician 2nd Class Gavin Kelly (right), assigned to 
Patrol Squadron (VP) 47, the ‘Golden Swordsman’ walking up the airstair to preform mainte-
nance a P8-A Poseidon aircraft assigned to VP-47, November 7, 2025. VP-47 is a maritime pa-
trol and reconnaissance squadron operating out of Naval Air Station Whidbey Island (NASWI) 
in support of Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing Ten (CPRW-10). (Navy Photo by Aviation War-
fare Operator 2nd Class Dakoda Morris)
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NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (November 18, 2025) An Aviation 
Ordnanceman 2nd Class assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 5 directs a P-8A 
Poseidon aircraft into the hangar on the flight line at Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville. VP-5 is currently executing its fleet readiness training plan 
in preparation for an upcoming deployment. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Sang Kim)
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(TOP) VP-1 would like to extend a big congratulations to our four newest Navy Chiefs, who 
were pinned this past Tuesday!
AZC Barrington
ATC Dankelman
AEC Williams
ATC Woehler
Becoming a Chief is one of the greatest milestones in a Navy career, and it doesn’t happen 
overnight. It takes years of hard work, sacrifice, and commitment to service.  These four have 
excelled in their fields through their leadership, professionalism and dedication. They could 
not be more deserving of this achievement. We are proud of each one of them and excited to 
see the impact they will continue to make as Chiefs. EFR!
 (Facebook, September 22, 2025)

(RIGHT) A VP-16  P-8 Poseidon aircraft pilot refuels their aircraft at a U.S. Air Force KC-135 
Stratotanker aircraft over the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility, Oct. 17, 2025. The 
P-8 Poseidon is a multi-mission maritime patrol and reconnaissance aircraft. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Tech. Sgt. Nicholas Monteleone)
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(TOP) NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (November 18, 2025) Sailors assigned to Patrol 
Squadron (VP) 5 move a P-8A Poseidon aircraft on the flight line at Naval Air Station Jackson-
ville. VP-5 is currently executing its fleet readiness training plan in preparation for an upcom-
ing deployment. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Sang Kim)
 

(LEFT) NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (November 18, 2025) A pair of Aviation Ma-
chinist’s Mates assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 5 conduct routine maintenance on the port 
engine of a P-8A Poseidon aircraft on the flight line at Naval Air Station Jacksonville. VP-5 is 
currently executing its fleet readiness training plan in preparation for an upcoming deploy-
ment. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Sang Kim)
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FACEBOOK (September 18, 2025) - VP-9 Golden Eagles

VP-9 in action working with both the U.S. Marines, and our allied partners!

US Pacific Fleet: Airpower in formation over Japan 🇺🇸🇯🇵✈️
U.S. Marine Corps MV-22B Ospreys with VMM-262, Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force V-22 Ospreys, and a U.S. Navy P-8A with VP-9 fly together 
during exercise Resolute Dragon 25 off the coast of Kagoshima.
The annual bilateral exercise sharpens command and control, strength-
ens multi-domain maneuver, and reinforces the ability of U.S. and Japa-
nese forces to defend key maritime terrain.
📸 Cpl. Jeremiah Barksdale
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(TOP LEFT & RIGHT) FACEBOOK (November 14, 2025) - VP-4 Skinny Dragons

On Nov. 13, #P3Cs with 5th Airlift Corps conducted joint training with #USNavy P-8As. 🇯🇵🤝🇺🇸
Strengthening cooperation with our allies will fund regional peace and stability, and the 
#Maritime Self-Defense Force will continue to work with the U.S. Navy to create a better se-
curity environment.

13th Nov, P-3C conducted a bilateral exercise with the U.S. Navy  P-8A.🇺🇸
Strengthening ties with allies contributes to regional peace & stability. The #JMSDF will con-
tinue working with US Navy to build a safer security environment.
#FreeandOpenIndoPacific #JapanUSAlliance

(BOTTOM RIGHT) FACEBOOK (September 30, 2025) - VP-26 Tridents

As part of UNITAS 2025, VP-26 Tridents hosted a static display at Naval Station Norfolk to 
demonstrate the P-8A Poseidon’s mission to partner nations. This year marks the 66th itera-
tion of the world’s longest-running multinational maritime exercise, a testament to enduring 
international cooperation. UNITAS, Latin for ‘Unity,’ emphasizes enhanced partnerships, unit-
ing 26 allied and partner nations. UNITAS 2025 also launches a series of events commemorat-
ing the U.S. Navy’s 250th birthday.
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FACEBOOK (September 30, 2025)

VP-26 Tridents

Over the past week, VP-26 Tridents conducted a diverse range of missions supporting UNITAS 
2025. These missions encompassed theater anti-submarine warfare, special forces intel-
ligence, surveillance, reconnaissance, live-fire exercise surveillance, and a photo exercise. 
The photo exercise captured here includes 19 ships, 2 submarines, 2 fixed wing and 2 rotary 
aircraft. Through Trident’s commitment to unity, accountability, and excellence, these mis-
sions not only achieved their objectives but also reinforced critical cooperation with allied 
and partner nations.
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FACEBOOK (October 2, 2025) - VP-8 Fighting Tigers

The “Fighting Tigers” of Patrol Squadron Eight (VP-8) have begun their journey back home to 
Naval Air Station Jacksonville, marking the end of a successful six-month deployment to the 
U.S. 6th and 7th Fleet areas of responsibility. 

Welcome home Fighting Tigers! #NASJAX #FightingTigers #PatrolSquadron8 #Homecoming 
#AmericasNavy250

(LEFT) IS2 Malik Johnson poses for a photo with family as the “Fighting Tigers” of Patrol 
Squadron Eight (VP-8) returned home to NAS Jacksonville after a six-month deployment to 
the U.S. 5th and 8th Fleet areas of responsibility. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication 
Specialist 1st Class Matt Riggs/Released)

(TOP) Family members watch as the “Fighting Tigers” of Patrol Squadron Eight (VP-8) return 
home to NAS Jacksonville after a six-month deployment to the U.S. 5th and 8th Fleet areas 
of responsibility, Oct. 2. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Matt 
Riggs/Released)
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FACEBOOK (September 6, 2025) - VP-9 Golden Eagles

Fair winds, fini-flights, and following seas to LTJG DeCotis, 
LT Oyler, LT Darwin, and LCDR Lane! Each leaves a lasting 
legacy in the squadron through hard work, wisdom, and an 
unwavering willingness to share their knowledge. Wish-
ing them all future success as they forge forward in their 
careers—our Golden Eagle fam won’t be the same without 
them! #RideTheWave
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FACEBOOK (September 19, 2025)

VUP-19 Big Red

On Tuesday, 16 September 2025, we welcomed 11 new 
Chiefs into the Big Red CPO Mess. ⚓👏🎉

“We take a deep and sincere pleasure in clasping your 
hand, and accepting you as a Chief Petty Officer in the 
United States Navy.”

Congratulations! Now let’s get to work!
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(FACEBOOK, November 20, 2025)

CPRW-11

Members from Commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing Eleven (CPRW-11) recently 
brought the excitement of Naval Aviation and a hands-on STEM challenge to sixth graders 
at Christ the King Catholic School in Jacksonville, Florida. Last week, the team kicked off a 
thrilling multi-week project where students became engineers for a day.

Their task was to design and build the ultimate paper tower. Using their creativity, teamwork, 
and problem-solving skills, the students rose to the challenge, constructing the tallest and 
strongest platforms to support a weighted object. CPRW-11 CAPT Carl White awarded med-
als to the team with the best-built structure, celebrating the young innovators’ amazing 
achievements in science and engineering. 

navalairforceatlantic
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(FACEBOOK, November 19, 2025)

VP-45 Pelicans

The Pelicans are in full deployment swing out in Misawa Japan! On our first day of snow, our 
fearless Pelicans preform routine de-icing of the aircraft in the rigid conditions. Keep up the 
great PFH! #MissionReady #VP45 #USN
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(FACEBOOK, November 19, 2025)
VP-45 Pelicans
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FACEBOOK (August 25, 2025)

CPRW-10

🏅 CPRW-10 Dominates the Ragnar 
Relay—Again! 🏅This past weekend, 
the CPRW-10 Ragnar Relay team, the 
“Super-Sized Orca Thighs,” competed 
in the Rainier Trail Race and brought 
home 1st place in the Military/First 
Responder Division for the third con-
secutive year!
Over the course of 27 hours and 11 
minutes, the team pushed through 
little sleep, blisters, and cramps to 
complete a grueling 128+ miles with 
an incredible 34,000 feet of elevation 
gain.
Their resilience, teamwork, and de-
termination continue to set the stan-
dard. Congratulations to our champi-
ons for once again proving that Orcas 
always rise to the challenge! 🐋💪
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THANK YOU

PLANESIDE is a quarterly online magazine published for the 
Maritime Patrol Association, Inc. by September Blue CREATIVE.
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Thank you to our generous 2025 sponsors!

http://www.septemberblue.com

