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NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE, FLA., (April 24, 2024) — The doors of Historic Hangar 117 are opened to 
reveal the sun setting behind the P8 on display during the Heritage Dinner during Symposium Week 2024. 
(Photo courtesy of the Maritime Patrol Association.)
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REAL THREATS REQUIRE 
REAL SOLUTIONS.

The P-8 is a proven, off-the-shelf military solution deployed around the 

world to protect seas and secure borders. With supportability based on  

a global 737 logistics network, the P-8 delivers confidence in an uncertain 

world—in all conditions, any time and anywhere.

Learn more at boeing.com/p-8
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Info & Benefits

What’s in Your Wallet?

Renew your annual membership today and enjoy the 
benefits of free monthly member happy hours, a quar-
terly magazine, discounted event tickets and participation 
in an organization that was established to preserve the 
history and legacy of the Maritime Patrol & Reconnais-
sance community.

With more than 1,000 members across the country 
that represent the spectrum of pay grades, active and 
retired, uniformed and civilian, the member networking 
opportunities are invaluable. And the association also 
supports dependents of current and former community 
members through a partnership with the Wings Over 
America Scholarship Foundation. Since 2012, MPA has 
awarded nearly $100,000 in scholarships. 

Join or renew today at:  
www.maritimepatrolassociation.org

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR 
CONTACT INFO!

Log-in to the Membership page of our web 
site or by using our app to access the secure 

member directory and other features. 
Don’t forget to update your contact information 

in your online profile each time you change 
locations or positions, or general contact info. 
MPA Membership cards are mailed out each 
time you renew. We need your updated mail-

ing address to make sure you get yours! 

REAL THREATS REQUIRE 
REAL SOLUTIONS.

The P-8 is a proven, off-the-shelf military solution deployed around the 

world to protect seas and secure borders. With supportability based on  

a global 737 logistics network, the P-8 delivers confidence in an uncertain 

world—in all conditions, any time and anywhere.

Learn more at boeing.com/p-8

326504_1_MPA_Final_012623.indd   1326504_1_MPA_Final_012623.indd   1 1/26/23   1:03 PM1/26/23   1:03 PM



5

& PLUG INTO AN ELITE NETWORK

Connect
With Us

The MPA Networking Group on LinkedIn is 
a forum for discussion, and a place to bring 

both your questions and expertise. 

Know of a great networking event? Share it 
here! Looking for a job or looking to hire? 

Post it here! Need some guidance or want 
to share some insight? This is the place!

MPA Networking Group : www.linkedin.com/groups/9074240

Build a strong network of connections 
across various industries and locations.

Access numerous networking events in 
your location and/or area of interest.

Follow interests, companies and people 
that increase your visibility.

Give and receive tips and best practices 
for a career transition.

Mentor members in the group to 
increase their success.
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Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Warriors Past and 
Present,

We wrapped up another tremendous year for 
the Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Force 
(MPRF) at the 2024 MPRF Symposium aboard 
Patrol Squadron (VP) 30 at Naval Air Station (NAS) 
Jacksonville April 23-26.  

The theme for this year’s symposium was, “Preserve 
the Peace, Respond in Crisis, and Win Decisively.” 
It was well attended by more than 300 U.S. Navy, 
allied and Industry representatives.  Motivational 
video presentations featuring the Chief of Naval 
Operations Adm. Lisa Franchetti and Vice Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Adm. Christopher W. 
Grady, kicked off the week.  

Vice Adm. Daniel Cheever, Commander, Naval Air 
Forces and Commander, Naval Air Force, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, participated in person for both the active-duty 
and spouses’ symposiums.  Admiral Cheever, our 
10th Air Boss, set the tone for the entire conference 
by thanking all participants for their support of 
warfighting, warfighters and the foundation that 
supports them. 

Among the many highlights of the week was the 
Maritime Patrol Association (MPA) Heritage Dinner and induction of three titans of the community. First, 
Vice Adm. Mike Haskins, whose leadership at every level of command made the Navy and the MPRF 
community stronger. Second, was CAPT Bob Porter, a true plank owner and combat veteran of the MPRF.  
CAPT Porter flew multiple combat missions in the P-2V for the CIA in Vietnam providing critical intelligence 
and targeting information. And lastly a MPRF stalwart, CDR Mike Sheehy, whom sadly we lost to cancer 
last year. While leaders like Adm. Bill Moran and Vice Adm. Mike Moran were the architects of our current 
transition, Mike was the engineer that did the heavy lifting of turning that policy into action.  Mike dedicated 
his life and service to making us better and never lowering the bar.  

This year’s conference was made even more successful by the participation of a record eight allied 
countries that operate the P-3C Orion and P-8A Poseidon aircraft.  The participation of Maritime Patrol and 
Reconnaissance leadership from the United States, United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, 
Germany, Norway, Japan, and Republic of South Korea provided a tremendous opportunity to collaborate 
and increase interoperability in every theater of operations and stresses the importance of working 
seamlessly with our allies.  

Representing the foundry of joint force capabilities, we also welcomed our industry partners that support 
the MPRF.  These dedicated teammates, led by our Program Managers and OPNAV Resource Sponsors, 
are charged with developing and delivering capability to meet the evolving needs of the Fleet.  This critical 
role is paramount to meeting our national security objectives and warfighting requirements with urgency.    
I am immensely grateful for the opportunity to have served alongside the men and women of the MPRF 
family over the last 22 months.  I am confident that as we continue the transformation of the community 
that we are stronger today due to the efforts of this incredible team. The MPRF is truly “World Class” and 
widely recognized as one of the great asymmetric advantages the Unites States has when conflict comes. 
Continue to be bold and execute as the incredible professionals you are.
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2025
LARSHIP

ASSOCIATION

   M
ARITIME PATROL

We’re looking to propel some promising students into their future with 
some extra funds to foot the college bill. If you are the dependent of 
Navy personnel who currently or formerly served in the Maritime Patrol 
and Reconnaissance community, we just might be your wingman.

For more details, eligibility requirements, and to apply, visit:

Taking off for college?

This application is for you. 

www.maritimepatrolassociation.org

Wings Over America (WOA) administers the Maritime Patrol Association (MPA) scholarship.  Applicants who are eligible for the 
MPA scholarship will also be considered for available WOA scholarships. Application for the 2025 award year opens in October 2024.
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I have the distinct honor to turnover command to Rear Adm. 
Brett Mietus on June 14 on board Naval Station Norfolk, Va. The 
community is in good hands and Brett is eminently qualified to 
take us to the next level. I am heading back to the Pentagon to 
help the greater Navy’s continued transition into an even more 
professional and lethal force.  
  
As I check off station, I continue to be in awe of all that our 
squadrons, aircrew, and support personal accomplish day in and 
day out.  Led by incredibly talented leaders and dedicated staffs, 
we can rest easy knowing that the MPRF is truly World Class.  I 
look forward to watching our future successes and advocating 
for the MPRF at every opportunity.  Continue to Fly, Fight, Lead 
and Win!

With Great Respect,
Kujo

Adam “Kujo” Kijek
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy
Commander Patrol and Reconnaissance Group/Patrol and 
Reconnaissance Group Pacific
Disclaimer: The views presented are those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent the views of DoD or its Components.
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The premier, non-profit professional 
organization for the Maritime Patrol 
and Reconnaissance community, 
providing recognition and enhancing 
the prestige of the MPR community 
by harnessing the power and sup-
port of our members and the com-
munity's industry partners.

FIND news and info from the 

active duty community, as well as your 

personal contacts, via PLANESIDE 

magazine and social media posts.

NETWORK with more than 

1,000 members via in-person events, 

social media, and a dynamic member-

ship directory. 

REUNITE with current and 

former colleagues and squadron 

mates at bi-annual symposiums and 

local chapter events.

MARITIME PATROL
ASSOCIATION

Membership
1
2 0 1 1 - 2 0 2 1

CELEBRATING
10 YEARS OF MPA

For more information and to sign-up:

maritimepatrolassociation.org
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From innovative sensors on special mission aircraft to portable  
radars carried by soldiers on the battlefield, Raytheon delivers  
solutions that collect, analyze, and disseminate intelligence with  
superior speed and reliability — no matter the platform or mission.
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LONG RANGE ANTI-SHIP MISSILE.

© 2023 Lockheed Martin Corporation

MULTI-PLATFORM, MULTI-ROLE, MULTI-MISSION.

       With superior range, survivability and targeting capabilities,Long 
Range Anti-Ship Missile (LRASM) provides maritime dominance and 

the capability our Warfighters need to accomplish their mission in any 
region, today and far into the future.
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Community

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (April 25, 2024) Patrol Squadron (VP) 30 hosted the Maritime Patrol Association 
(MPA) Symposium and the Commander’s Action Group and Naval Aviation Requirements Group (CAG/
NARG), April 22 through 26, 2024.

The MPA Symposium, along with the CAG/NARG, take place annually aboard Naval Air Station Jack-
sonville and include discussions pertaining to future resourcing, provide maritime patrol and recon-
naissance community update briefs to all attendees, and include several networking events. The MPA 
symposium portion, focuses on celebrating the long history and traditions of the maritime patrol com-
munity and is designed to enhance relations between the community’s domestic and international 
audiences.

“This year’s theme was interoperability,” said Lt. Spencer Vance, CAG/NARG and MPA Symposium co-
ordinator, and Quality Assurance Officer/instructor pilot at VP-30. “We had all the important players in 
the same room at the same time, and on the same page. We can always communicate from afar, but 
when we come together, the synergy in the room just has an outsized impact on our collective ability 
to refine coordinated operational constructs.”

450 attendees were hosted during 24 MPA Symposium and 17 CAG/NARG events, throughout the 
week. Leaders from the United States, Australia, Canada, Germany, Japan, Republic of Korea, New 
Zealand, Norway, and the United Kingdom attended, including commanding officers, commodores, 
and flag officers.

“Relationships are always easier when you are able to meet your allies face-to-face,” said German 
Navy Cmdr. Bjorn Malmus, assigned to the German Procurement Office and CAG/NARG, MPA Sym-
posium attendee. “Establishing the relationship is important in our world. It is very important to meet 
and interact with the U.S. Navy and all our allies. When we have similar issues, we can come together 
and find solutions much more effectively.”

Rear Adm. Adam Kijek, commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance Group sat on several panels during 
the event and gave his insights into the inner workings of the community.

“I am confident that as we continue the transformation of the community,” Kijek said. “We are stronger 
today due to the efforts of this incredible team. Thanks to bold leaders at every level, the MPRF is truly 
‘world class,’ and widely recognized as one of the great asymmetric advantages the Unites States has 
when conflict comes.”

“At the conclusion of the busy week everyone was in agreement, the work that was accomplished 
definitely set the conditions for advancing MPA’s ability to effectively coordinate on-station during 
future opportunities,” said Capt. Derrick Eastman, commanding officer, VP-30 “It’s all about taking our 
tactical game to the next level.”

VP 30, based in Jacksonville, Fla. is the Navy’s Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Fleet Replace-
ment Squadron (FRS). VP 30’s mission is to provide P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft and MQ-4C 
UAS specific training to pilots, Naval flight officers, and enlisted aircrew prior to reporting to the fleet.

For more news from Patrol and Reconnaissance Squadron (VP) 30, visit, https://www.airlant.usff.navy.
mil/Organization/COMPATRECONGRU/-Patrol-and-Reconnaissance-Squadron-VP-30-FRS/ and 
https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/VP-30.

Story by Petty Officer 1st Class Curtis Spencer
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VP 30 Hosts Annual MPA Symposium and CAG/NARG

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (April 24, 2024) Lt. John D’Albora, instructor pilot, assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 
30 gives a tour inside the flight deck of a P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft during the Maritime 

Patrol Association (MPA) Symposium at VP-30 headquarters, April 24, 2024. MPA Symposium, along with 
Commander’s Action Group and Naval Aviation Requirements Group (CAG/NARG) are annual events with 

lectures, discussions, and social gatherings focused on the latest developments inside the Maritime 
Patrol and Reconnaissance Force (MPRF). VP-30’s mission is to provide P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol 

aircraft and MQ-4C UAS specific training to pilots, Naval flight officers, and enlisted aircrew prior to re-
porting to the fleet. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Curtis D. Spencer.)

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (April 22, 2024) 
Rear Adm. Adam Kijek, Commander, 

Patrol and Reconnaissance Group, 
kicks-off the Maritime Patrol Asso-
ciation (MPA) Symposium at Patrol 

Squadron (VP) 30 headquarters with 
a department head call, April 22, 

2024.
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(TOP LEFT) JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (April 24, 2024) Rear Adm. Adam Kijek, Commander, Patrol 
and Reconnaissance Group, fifth from right, poses for a photograph with senior leadership 
attendees during the Maritime Patrol Association (MPA) Symposium at Patrol Squadron (VP) 
30 headquarters, April 24, 2024. MPA Symposium, along with Commander’s Action Group and 
Naval Aviation Requirements Group (CAG/NARG) are annual events with lectures, discus-
sions, and social gatherings focused on the latest developments inside the Maritime Patrol 
and Reconnaissance Force (MPRF). VP-30’s mission is to provide P-8A Poseidon maritime 
patrol aircraft and MQ-4C UAS specific training to pilots, Naval flight officers, and enlisted 
aircrew prior to reporting to the fleet. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st 
Class Curtis D. Spencer.)

(TOP RIGHT) JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (April 24, 2024) Sailors assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 30 
give a tour of a P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft during the Maritime Patrol Association 
(MPA) Symposium at VP-30 headquarters, April 24, 2024.  (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communi-
cation Specialist 1st Class Curtis D. Spencer.)

(BOTTOM RIGHT) JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (April 23, 2024) Rear Adm. Adam Kijek, Commander, Pa-
trol and Reconnaissance Group, speaks to attendees during the Maritime Patrol Association 
(MPA) Symposium at Patrol Squadron (VP) 30 headquarters, April 23, 2024. (U.S. Navy photo 
by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Curtis D. Spencer.)
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JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (April 1, 2024) A P-8A Poseidon assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 10 
takes off from Naval Air Station Jacksonville as the squadron deploys. VP-10 is currently 
deployed to the 7th Fleet area of operations where they will conduct maritime patrol and 
reconnaissance, as well as theater outreach operations. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Commu-
nication Specialist First Class Ashley Guire)



NAVAL AIR FACILITY MISAWA, Japan – The “Red Lancers” of Patrol Squadron (VP) 10 
began conducting missions in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations, April 8.

The Red Lancers assumed duties from the Jacksonville based “Mad Foxes” of VP-5 as 
Commander, Task Group 72.4. 

“I am very proud of the Red Lancers’ performance in preparing for deployment,” said 
Cmdr. Luke Huston, VP-10’s commanding officer. “The Red Lancers trained at a high 
level during the Fleet Response Training Plan to ensure that we were fully ready for op-
erational tasking. I’m looking forward to watching our Lancer team execute on deploy-
ment!” 

The Red Lancers are based in Jacksonville, Florida, and are currently operating from 
multiple locations including Misawa Air Base in Misawa, Japan. The squadron conducts 
maritime patrol and reconnaissance, as well as theater outreach operations, as part of 
a rotational deployment to Commander, Task Force 72, 7th Fleet, and U.S. Indo-Pacific 
Command objectives throughout the Indo-Pacific region.

7th Fleet is the U.S. Navy’s largest forward-deployed numbered fleet, and routinely in-
teracts and operates with allies and partners in preserving a free and open Indo-Pacific 
region.

By Petty Officer 1st Class Ashley Guire, VP-10 Public Affairs

Community
VP-10 Deploys to 7th Fleet

18



Community

NAVAL AIR STATION SIGONELLA, Italy (Jan. 22-26, 2024) – U.S. Navy and Allied Partners 
gathered at Naval Air Station Sigonella, Italy, to discuss initiatives, share lessons learned 
and foster interoperability surrounding the P-8A Poseidon at the inaugural Joint Explora-
tion and Discussion of Initiatives (JEDI) Symposium, Jan. 22-26, 2024.

Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Lisa Franchetti kicked off the start of the symposium by 
encouraging nations to build foundational relationships.

“This is an incredible forum that allows us to work together, with our Allies and partners, 
to assess our progress and refine our shared vision toward increasingly lethal, agile, and 
interchangeable joint forces,” said Franchetti.

The Symposium was attended by U.S. Naval entities as well as service members from 
U.K, Norway, Germany and Canada.

Bringing current and future P-8A users from several countries, face-to-face, fosters the 
invaluable component of integrated operability and enhanced communication: 

“The JEDI Conference really gets at the core of our strategic warfighting advantage in 
this theater: Allies. Together we are knocking down barriers and thinking through the 
tough challenges. This will create a paradigm shift from deploying a squadron with a 
handful of aircraft to plugging into a large team of interchangeable P-8A’s across the al-
liance. That’s a game changer,” said Cmdr. Kevin ‘KFED’ Harrington, Commanding Officer 
of Patrol Squadron (VP) 46.

The symposium consisted of a series of briefs with topics surrounding flight, mission 
planning and future capabilities. Attendees were then challenged to problem-solve vari-
ous scenarios in a round-table style discussion.

The event was organized by Capt. Bryan Hager, Commodore of Commander, Task Force 
67, after recognizing the transition to the P-8A Poseidon was missing the emulsion and 
understanding between countries that users had with the P-3 Orion for over 50 years.

“JEDI’s crucial contribution to our strategic goals cannot be overstated, emphasizing 
not only the vital importance of interoperability amongst our partners but also the un-
matched value of face-to-face interactions,” said Hager. “These in-person engagements 
create a unique synergy, creating deeper ties and cooperation that surpasses what is 
achievable through webcams, phones, and email.”

Out of the five attending countries, U.S. was the first to receive P-8A’s in 2012 and began 
conducting operational flights in 2014. U.K. followed and received their first P-8s in 2019 
and began conducting operational flights in 2020.

U.K. Wing Commander Benjamin Livesey, Commanding Officer of No. 120 Squadron 
(CXX Sqn) said, when speaking about the transition from the Hawker Siddeley Nimrod to 
the P-8A Poseidon, “re-building a force from scratch is challenging, and was achieved at 
such a rapid rate only through the efforts and contribution of our allies.”

U.K. developed Project SEEDCORN to ease the transition to the P-8A as well as galva-
nize relationships with Allied Partners in Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Aircraft 
(MPRA) operations: “UK had personnel embedded within the MPRA community ever 
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U.S. and Allies Gather at Jedi Syposium

NAVAL AIR STATION SIGONELLA, Italy (Jan. 23, 2024) -- Capt. Bryan Hager, Commodore of Commander, Task Force 
(CTF) 67, addresses attendees at the inaugural Joint Exploration and Discussion of Initiatives (JEDI) symposium 

at Naval Air Station (NAS) Sigonella, Italy, Jan. 23, 2024. The JEDI symposium facilitates constructive discussions 
between partner nations using P-8As, to increase tactical awareness, share lessons learned, discuss initiatives 
and foster interoperability between allied nations. NAS Sigonella’s strategic location enables U.S., allied, and 
partner nation forces to deploy and respond as required to ensure security and stability in Europe, Africa, and 

Central Command. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jacquelin Frost.)
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NAVAL AIR STATION SIGONELLA, Italy (Jan. 23, 2024) -- Capt. Bryan Hager, Commodore of Commander, Task Force 
(CTF) 67, addresses attendees at the inaugural Joint Exploration and Discussion of Initiatives (JEDI) symposium 

at Naval Air Station (NAS) Sigonella, Italy, Jan. 23, 2024. The JEDI symposium facilitates constructive discussions 
between partner nations using P-8As, to increase tactical awareness, share lessons learned, discuss initiatives 
and foster interoperability between allied nations. NAS Sigonella’s strategic location enables U.S., allied, and 
partner nation forces to deploy and respond as required to ensure security and stability in Europe, Africa, and 

Central Command. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jacquelin Frost.)



since the demise of Nimrod,” said Livesey. “This devel-
oped to U.K. aircrew undertaking P-8 conversion at [U.S.] 
VP-30 from January to June 2019.”

Norway received their first P-8A in 2022, and inspired by 
the U.K.’s SEEDCORN project, also sent aircrew to learn 
from U.S. VP-30 and U.K CXX in 2019.

Norway’s Col. Hans Martin Steiro, Commander 133 
Airwing, said he expected JEDI to bring forth increased 
cooperation between the various P-8A flying nations and 
build networks within the P-8A Community. Steiro added 
that he was inspired at the symposium by the the shared 
focus on a closer cooperation in a shared operational 
area.

“The common will to start working more closely together 
reached above my expectations,” said Steiro.

Canada and Germany are scheduled to receive P-8A’s in 
the near future.

Canadian Armed Forces Col. Jeff Davis, attached to 14 
Wing Command, said Canada announced in November 
2023 that they will be acquiring the P-8 in the summer of 
2026.

Davis and Steiro both described the challenge of learn-
ing and utilizing a new aircraft platform and the value that 
JEDI will bring to the community moving forward.

Davis said networking and making vital connections to 
allies who can provide recommendations will resolve 
potential transitional challenges and enable operational 
capability quickly.

“We will need to find creative solutions, mostly with 
our allies, to help force generate our initial cadre of P-8 
crews,” said Davis.

“Norway appreciates Commodore Hager´s JEDI initiative 
a lot, and we have already briefed Chief of the Air Force 
on this great success we believe JEDI was,” said Steiro.

The JEDI symposium was an important first step towards 
a future of P-8A users working cohesively.

Steiro said the allies now need to take good will from 
words to actions: “I believe we have to start with short 
visits. We need to start operating at each other’s bases 
on a more frequent basis.”

Discussions and planning at the symposium laid the 
foundation for steps moving forward for allies and wid-
ened the door for greater interoperability between cur-
rent and future P-8A users.

Davis said, “The symposium was extremely valuable. It 
was great to see the tactical level searching for innova-
tive ideas to better our capabilities and how we work 
together.”

“All objectives were achieved, through a combination of 
briefings, working groups and discussions,” said Livesey. 
“Social interaction allowed each nation to build relation-
ships, with bonds formed and renewed across all ranks. 
We are already stronger as a result of this gathering, and 
importantly have an impetus and understanding to now 
develop that further.”

JEDI fostered relationships amongst P-8A Poseidon us-
ers by gathering service members from five countries 
together, in person, to discuss challenges and lessons 
learned. Hager said the intent moving forward is for 
countries to implement these ideas, and then rotate 
hosting following JEDI symposiums so that operations, 
tactics and missions can continue to integrate seam-
lessly in the future.

“By listening firsthand to the experiences, perspectives, 
and strategies of our allies, we gain a broader under-
standing of how their tireless efforts support and en-
hance the Navy’s strategic objectives within the 6th Fleet 
area of operation,” said Hager. 

“The JEDI symposium is a powerful demonstration of our 
commitment to interoperability and ultimately inter-
changeability with our NATO allies to ultimately address 
tomorrow’s challenges by forging the tactics for tomor-
row, together.”

Story by Petty Officer 2nd Class Jacquelin 
Frost
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(TOP RIGHT) NAVAL AIR STATION SIGONEL-
LA, Italy (Jan. 23, 2024) -- Service members 

from U.S., U.K., Norway, Canada and Germa-
ny gather at Naval Air Station (NAS) Sigonel-

la, Italy, for the inaugural Joint Exploration 
and Discussion of Initiatives (JEDI) sympo-

sium, Jan. 23, 2024.

(BOTTOM RIGHT NAVAL AIR STATION SIGO-
NELLA, Italy (Jan. 23, 2024) -- Capt. Neal 

Garbett, attached to Helicopter Maritime 
Strike Squadron (HSM) 75 (left), Capt. Troy 

Tartaglia (center), Commodore, Maritime 
Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing (MPRW) 

11, and Cmdr. Frank Verducci (right), Depu-
ty, Commander, Task Force (CTF) 169, rep-

resent the U.S. as panel members at the 
inaugural Joint Exploration and Discussion 
of Initiatives (JEDI) symposium at Naval Air 

Station (NAS) Sigonella, Italy, Jan. 23, 2024.)
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NOW AVAILABLE

MPA

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP

TIERS

SIGN UP AT:

MARITIMEPATROLASSOCIATION.ORG

ACTIVE DUTY O3

& BELOW: 

$300

ACTIVE DUTY O4

& ABOVE: 

$400

RETIRED/RESERVIST

/VETERAN: 

$450

65+ 

$100



24

Lifetime Members
CAPT Edward Alden
LCDR Cecil Alton
CDR Rickard Amundsen
CAPT	 Tommy Anaston
Mr. Mike Andersen
CDR Bjorn Anderson
CAPT	 Thomas Arminio
CDR William Atherholt
AWCS	  Stuart Babins
LT Bradley Bailey
LT Chris Baker
Robert Barclay
AVCM	 Bruce Barney
RADM Jon Bayless
CMC Denny Behr
SR. CAPT. Dino Belfiore
RADM	  Kenneth Belisle
CDR Michael Bender
LT Daniel Bennett
LCDR	 Alan Bentley
CAPT Paul Blunt
CAPT Dan Boman
LCDR	 Dean	 Bong
LCDR	 Robert Booth
CAPT	 Lee Boyer
RADM Stanley Bozin
CAPT John Bramer
RADM Richard Brooks
CDR Derrick Bruce
LT Eric Buchanan
VADM	  Sean Buck
LCDR Richard Burgess
CAPT Mark Burns
LCDR Carson Burton
LCDR Brett Butterfield
LCDR	 Christopher Calvanico
CAPT	 Edward Campbell
CDR Mel Carpenter
CDR Ralph Cavalieri
ADRC Barry Chase
LT Michael Clark
CAPT	 Chris Cluster
LT Andrew Coen
CAPT John Coffey
RADM	  Jon Coleman
LT Zachary Collver
LT Lance Cook
Jeremy Cooper
AOC Roger Creamer
CAPT	 Mark Creasey
CDR George Currie
CAPT Noel Dahlke
Collin Darwin
CAPT Henry Davis
CAPT Steve Deal
CDR David Demming
CAPT	 Mark Denari
CAPT	 Keith Denman
RADM Ken Deutsch
AD1 Randy Dixon
CDR Megan Donnelly
Mr. Gary Donoher
CAPT Thomas Donovan
LT William Duncan
CDR Lane Drummond
CAPT James Dvorak
CAPT John Dziminowicz
CDR Seth Eisenmenger

CAPT	 Adreon Ensor
CDR Rodney Erler
CAPT Erik Estenson
CAPT Ray Figueras
AO1(NAC/AW)  Ernest Fillilpucci
CAPT Matt Frauenzimmer
CDR Kurt Fredland
CDR Sam Gage
Paul Gallagher
CDR David Gardella
Mr. Scott Garlington
ENS Fletcher Garrison
CDR Pat Gegg
CAPT Larry Gershon
Mr. Matthew Gibbons
AW1 Paul Giberti
ADCS (AC) Donald Gibson
LT Larry Gilpin
LCDR Jonathan Glassman
CAPT	 Jeffrey Gorman
CDR Wally Gorrell
LCDR Jonathan Gosselin
CDR Jeffery Grant
CAPT Kenneth Greene
CDR Matt Griffin
Roger  Gulbransen
AWCS	  John Hampel
CAPT Patrick Hansen
LTJG Jordan Harris
VADM  Michael Haskins
CAPT Richard Heimerle
CDR Matthew Hepfinger
CDR Charles Hewgley
CDR Robert Hill
CAPT Howard Hilley
LT Jenna Hillman
CDR Ronald Hilson
RADM Michael Holmes
CAPT Jed Holzapfel
LTJG Grant Howard
CDR Adam Howe
AWC James Hunnewell
CAPT Dave Hunt
CDR John Hunt
CAPT	 Jerry Huss
LT Richard Hutyra
LCDR Sergio Ibarra
CAPT Jim Imlah
LCDR	 John Inman
CAPT	 Walter Jackson
CAPT	 Francis (Ted) Jacobs
CDR Charles Jedlicka
CWO4 Ronald Jerasa
CAPT James Johnston
CWO3 Roger Jurack
CDR Michael Kamas
CAPT	 Dale Kaser
LCDR Jack Keane
CAPT Gregory Kelley
AW3	 Robert Kepka
LT Charles King
LCDR Andrew Kirchert
RADM Richard Kirkland
Ted Klapka
CAPT	 William Klett
CDR Patrick Kluever
AW2 Viktor Kraenbring
LT Thomas Kulp

CAPT	 Greg Landers
CAPT Barry LaVigne
LT Anthony Leap
AWC John Leinhauser
CDR Robert	 Lightstone
Mr. David Lihani
Alan Linberger
AVCM David Liska
CAPT Joseph Littleton
CAPT	 Chad	 Livingston
CDR William Locke
VADM Stephen Loftus
CDR	 Josh	 Lowery
CAPT	 Stanley Lundgaard
LCDR Bob Machinski
CAPT Rick Magalis 
Mr. Jacob Magan
LT Jacob Malloy
CAPT	 Shawn Malone
CAPT Charles Martello
LCDR James Martens
VADM Walter Massenburg
CDR	 J. Mattonen
CAPT	 Michael McClintock
CAPT	 Kevin	 McGovern
Mr. Edward McIntosh
LT Clint McMillen
LCDR Katie Medford-Davis
LCDR Grant Mestnik
LT Alexander Miller
CAPT Andrew Miller
LCDR Clint Miller
CAPT Greg Miller
LCDR James Miller
LCDR	 Scott	 Miller
CWO3 Randal Miner
CDR William Miner
LCDR	 Douglas Mitchell
CDR Bradley Monger
CDR	 D Mori
CAPT Kenneth Morrell
CAPT	 Richard Munro
CDR Leo Murphy
CDR	 Karl Murray
CDR Robert Murray
CAPT	 Dave Nelson
CAPT Eugene Newsome
CAPT	 Bo Norton
LTJG Jason Noralez
CAPT Bob Novak
Ed O’Brien
CAPT	 Jim O’Donnell
ADC	 Rod Oldenburg
CAPT John Orem
CAPT Dan Papp
ATC (NAC) Robert Park
CAPT	 James Parks
CDR	 Michael Plageman
CAPT David Porter
CAPT	 Richard Porter
CAPT	 Ventzel Potochnik
LT Michael Prince
RADM Brian Prindle
CDR	 Nicholas Pulignano
CDR	 James Rather
LTJG Cameron Ray
LTJG Charles Richmond
LT Larry Robinson
CAPT Tim Rocklein

Mr. David Rodriguez
CDR Ned Rogerson
Dr.	 Carrie Root
CDR James Root
LT William Rudiger
CDR Ronald Rumfelt
AT1 John Rushin
CAPT Matthew Rutherford
CDR Scott Sabau
LT Jordan Saverse
LT Kelly Sawielski
CDR Steve Schmidt
LCDR Jim Schneider
CAPT John Schuller
CAPT	 Robert Scott
CDR John Sherwood
CAPT Aaron Shoemaker
Mr. Dominick Siano
CDR	 Janvier Smith
CAPT Kent Smith
CDR Lex Smith
CAPT	 Ernest Snowden
CDR Joseph Snyder
CAPT	 Walt Spearman
CAPT	 G. Thomas Spink
RDML	  Jeffrey Spivey
CAPT Jon Spore
CAPT	 Zachary Stang
CDR	 Don Stanton
CDR Tom Stanton
CAPT	 Mark Stevens
Mrs. Sheila Stevens
LCDR	 Jason	 Stillwell
CAPT Ric Stonesifer
CAPT Kenneth Sullivan
Lisa Sullivan
CAPT David Sutton
CDR Jerry Swartz
CDR Paul Tarantino
AXC Bruce Teerlink
LT Branden Thomas
Captain Harold (Hal) Tickle
MCPO Gene Toffolo 
CDR John Tomkovitch
AOCS	 Thomas Valdez
CDR David Van Kampen
CDR Frank Verducci
AFCM 	 Paul Waeghe
David Warren
AX-1	 Paul Watts
LT Sara Wedemeyer
CDR	 Wayne Weller
Nathen Whisler
CDR Curtis White
CAPT	 Robert Whitmire
CDR	 Ves Whittemore
LCDR	 John Wilde
CDR Rob Wilkerson
CAPT David Williams
CDR	 Neil Wingert
CAPT Mark Wisniewski
AFCM	 Edward Witt
Dr. William “Woody”	Woodruff
CAPT Glen Woods
CAPT	 Frank	 Word
CAPT Perry Yaw
CAPT Rusty Yeiser
LT James Yi
William Zuna
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Community

WHIDBEY ISLAND, WA - On March 6, 2024, Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing Ten (CPRW-10) held a Change of Com-
mand ceremony. Captain Miguel R. Martinez was relieved by Captain John T. Pianetta. Rear Admiral Adam “Kujo” Kijek of 
Commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance Group was in attendance as the guest speaker. Captain Martinez will go on to 
serve as a Joint Staff at the Pentagon. Captain Wayne G. Lewis relieved Captain Pianetta as the Deputy Commodore.

Located on Naval Air Station Whidbey Island in Oak Harbor, Washington, CPRW-10 is responsible for the training, main-
tenance and administrative support of its assigned VP and VQ squadrons.

Fair winds and following seas, Captain Martinez, and congratulations to Captain Pianetta on assuming command!

Photography: MC2 (SW) Gray Gibson, VP-1

Courtesy of CPRW-10 Facebook Page

CPRW-10 Changes Command
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VP-1 POPS (P-3 Orion Pioneers)
join/Renew your VP-1 POPS Membership:  
Check out membership information at:  www.vp1pops.com

ANA Patriot Squadron, Boston, MA
Monthly Meeting & Lunch @ 11 am, last Saturday of the month at the museum: This 
group operates a small naval aviation museum on the site of former NAS South Weymouth called the Shea 
Naval Aviation Museum. A number of members were formerly VP-92 and predecessor reserve patrol squadrons 
that were based at NAS South Weymouth.
For details see: www.anapatriotsquadron.org

Events    Reunion Groups



27

Events    Chapter Events

Jacksonville Chapter
VP of Region:
Mark Stevens

Stay tuned for upcoming events!

Brunswick Chapter
VP of Region:
Chris Smith

Stay tuned for upcoming events!

Norfolk Chapter
VP of Region:
John Fox

Stay tuned for upcoming events!

Pax River Chapter
VP of Region:
Dan Papp

Stay tuned for upcoming events!
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Events    Chapter Events

Washington DC Chapter
VP of Region:
Joshua Portzer

Stay tuned for upcoming events!

Whidbey Chapter
VP of Region:
Perry Yaw

Stay tuned for upcoming events!

Moffett Chapter
VP of Region:
CAPT Tom Spink, USN (Ret.)

Stay tuned for upcoming events!
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VP Images Around the Globe

(TOP LEFT) OAK HARBOR, Wash. (March 7, 2024) A civilian contractor with Booz Allen Hamil-
ton, takes imagery of a P-8 Poseidon during a visit to Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, March 
7. VP 1 conducts anti-submarine warfare along with intelligence-gathering, reconnaissance 
and surveillance missions. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class 
Gray Gibson)

(TOP RIGHT) MISAWA, Japan (Apr. 25, 2024) - A P-8A Poseidon assigned to the “Red Lancers” 
of Patrol Squadron (VP) 10 takes off on a Search and Rescue (SAR) mission flight. The P-8A is 
capable of supporting SAR missions by quickly securing, launching, and deploying the SAR 
kit to stranded persons and increasing the chances of survivability prior to rescue. (U.S. Navy 
Photo by Mass Communication Specialist First Class Ashley Guire)

(BOTTOM RIGHT) MISAWA, Japan (May 4, 2024) Aviation Electronics Technician First Class 
Harry Zakarian, left, and Aviation Electronics Technician First Class Jarrett Jackman, as-
signed to Patrol Squadron (VP) 10, conduct maintenance on a P-8A Poseidon during Major 
Phase Inspection. VP-10 is currently deployed to the 7th Fleet area of operations where they 
will conduct maritime patrol and reconnaissance, as well as theater outreach operations. 
(U.S. Navy Photo by Mass Communication Specialist First Class Ashley Guire)
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(TOP & BOTTOM LEFT) JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (April 17, 2024) Lt. Quincy Page, instructor pilot 
assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 30, from Walton, Ky., gives cadets enrolled in Taft High 
School’s Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC), a tour of a P-8A Poseidon maritime 
patrol aircraft during a scheduled visit to VP- 30, Apr. 17, 2024. VP-30’s mission is to provide 
Boeing P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft and Northrop Grumman maritime surveillance 
unmanned aircraft system (UAS) MQ-4C UAS - specific training to pilots, Naval flight officers, 
and enlisted aircrew prior to reporting to the fleet. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication 
Specialist 1st Class Curtis D. Spencer)
 
(TOP RIGHT) Manila, Philippines (May 21, 2024) Adm. Stephen Koehler, commander, U.S. Pa-
cific Fleet, Fleet Master Chief Donald Davis, U.S. Pacific Fleet, and Capt. Zachary Stang, com-
modore, Task Force 72, pose with the crew of a U.S. Navy P-8A maritime patrol and reconnais-
sance aircraft assigned to Patrol Squadron Four (VP-4) at Ninoy Aquino International Airport, 
Philippines. VP-4, homeported out of NAS Whidbey Island, Washington, is forward-deployed 
to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations. 7th Fleet is the Navy’s largest forward-deployed 
numbered fleet, and routinely interacts and operates with allies and partners in preserving a 
free and open Indo-Pacific region. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist Sec-
ond Class Andy Anderson)
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(TOP LEFT) JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (April 12, 2024) Vice Adm. John B. Mustin, Chief of Navy Re-
serve and Commander, Navy Reserve Force, speaks with Reserve Sailors during his visit to 
Patrol Squadron (VP) 30 , Apr. 12, 2024. During the visit, Mustin presented awards to Sailors 
and gave remarks on the status of Naval Reserve Forces. The “Pro’s Nest” of VP-30, based 
onboard Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Fla., is the U.S. Navy’s Maritime Patrol and Reconnais-
sance Fleet Replacement Squadron (FRS). VP-30’s mission is to provide Boeing P-8A Poseidon 
maritime patrol aircraft and Northrop Grumman maritime surveillance unmanned aircraft 
system (UAS) MQ-4C UAS - specific training to pilots, Naval flight officers, and enlisted air-
crew prior to reporting to the fleet. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st 
Class Curtis D. Spencer)
 
(TOP RIGHT) JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (April 12, 2024) Vice Adm. John B. Mustin, Chief of Navy Re-
serve and Commander, Navy Reserve Force, speaks with Reserve Sailors during his visit to 
Patrol Squadron (VP) 30 , Apr. 12, 2024. During the visit, Mustin presented awards to Sailors 
and gave remarks on the status of Naval Reserve Forces. The “Pro’s Nest” of VP-30, based 
onboard Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Fla., is the U.S. Navy’s Maritime Patrol and Reconnais-
sance Fleet Replacement Squadron (FRS). VP-30’s mission is to provide Boeing P-8A Poseidon 
maritime patrol aircraft and Northrop Grumman maritime surveillance unmanned aircraft 
system (UAS) MQ-4C UAS - specific training to pilots, Naval flight officers, and enlisted air-
crew prior to reporting to the fleet. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st 
Class Curtis D. Spencer)
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(RIGHT) LOSSIEMOUTH, SCT, UNITED KINGDOM (Feb. 20, 2024) - Aviation Machinist Mate 
2nd Class Noah McKeehan, a Sailor assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 46, the ‘Grey Knights,’ 
repairs an engine on a P-8A Poseidon on the flight line at Lossiemouth Air Base, Scotland, 
Feb. 20, 2024. VP-46 was detached to Lossiemouth Air Base for NATO exercise 2024 Stead-
fast Defender, which demonstrated NATO’s ability to defend and protect partner and allied 
territory and interests from any threat. Airmen from the Royal Air Force also flew with Grey 
Knights as an integration initiative from events held at Joint Exploration and Discussion of 
Initiatives (JEDI) weeks earlier, which discussed plans to enhance interoperability between 
NATO’s P-8A Poseidon users. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class 
Jacquelin Frost.)

(RIGHT) LOSSIEMOUTH, SCT, UNITED KINGDOM (Feb. 20, 2024) - Aviation Structural Mechanic 
2nd Class Joseph McCoy (left), Aviation Machinist Mate 2nd Class Noah McKeehan (center) 
and Aviation Structural Mechanic 3rd Class Nixon Deang, Sailors assigned to Patrol Squad-
ron (VP) 46, the ‘Grey Knights,’ repair an engine on a P-8A Poseidon on the flight line at Loss-
iemouth Air Base, Scotland, Feb. 20, 2024. VP-46 was detached to Lossiemouth Air Base for 
NATO exercise 2024 Steadfast Defender, which demonstrated NATO’s ability to defend and 
protect partner and allied territory and interests from any threat. Airmen from the Royal Air 
Force also flew with Grey Knights as an integration initiative from events held at Joint Explo-
ration and Discussion of Initiatives (JEDI) weeks earlier, which discussed plans to enhance 
interoperability between NATO’s P-8A Poseidon users. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communica-
tion Specialist 2nd Class Jacquelin Frost.)
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(TOP LEFT) LOSSIEMOUTH, SCT, UNITED KINGDOM (Feb. 20, 2024) - Two P-8A Poseidons at-
tached to Patrol Squadron (VP) 46, the ’Grey Knights,’ are parked on the flightline at Loss-
iemouth Air Base, Scotland, Feb. 20, 2024. VP-46 was detached to Lossiemouth Air Base for 
NATO exercise 2024 Steadfast Defender, which demonstrated NATO’s ability to defend and 
protect partner and allied territory and interests from any threat. Airmen from the Royal Air 
Force also flew with Grey Knights as an integration initiative from events held at Joint Explo-
ration and Discussion of Initiatives (JEDI) weeks earlier, which discussed plans to enhance 
interoperability between NATO’s P-8A Poseidon users. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communica-
tion Specialist 2nd Class Jacquelin Frost.)

(TOP RIGHT) NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (March 27, 2024) Vice Adm. Douglas 
Perry, Commander, U.S. 2nd Fleet, presents Aviation Electronics Technician Chief Tyler Tucci, 
assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 26, with a challenge coin, March 27, 2024. U.S. 2nd Fleet 
employs maritime forces ready to fight across multiple domains in the Atlantic and Arctic in 
order to ensure access, deter aggression and defend U.S., allied, and partner interests. (U.S. 
Navy Photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Aubrey Stueven)

(BOTTOM RIGHT) Patrol Squadron FIVE (MAY 25, 2024) - #USINDOPACOM forc-
es stand ready and postured today to ensure a #freeandopenindopacific along-
side Allies and Partners #readytodayIPC. (Courtesy of VP-5 Facebook page)
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(TOP LEFT) NAVAL AIR STATION WHIDBEY ISLAND, Washington (February 21, 2024) Aviation 
Structural Mechanic Heather Saunders, assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 47, the “Golden 
Swordsmen”, performs maintenance on a P-8A Poseidon in a hangar at Naval Air Station 
Whidbey Island (NASWI), February 21, 2024. VP-47 is based out of NASWI in support of Patrol 
and Reconnaissance Wing Ten. (U.S. Navy Photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class 
William Sykes)

(TOP RIGHT ) NAVAL AIR STATION WHIDBEY ISLAND, Washington (February, 21, 2024) Avia-
tion Ordinanceman 3rd Class Joshua Lugo, assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 47, the “Golden 
Swordsmen”, performs maintenance on a P-8A Poseidon in a hangar at Naval Air Station 
Whidbey Island (NASWI), February 21, 2024. VP-47 is based out of NASWI in support of Patrol 
and Reconnaissance Wing Ten. (U.S. Navy Photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class 
William Sykes)

(BOTTOM RIGHT ) NAVAL AIR STATION WHIDBEY ISLAND, Washington (February, 21, 2024) 
Aviation Electronics Technician Airman Antonio DeJesus, assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 47, 
the “Golden Swordsmen”, performs maintenance on the AN/APY-10 radar of a P-8A Poseidon 
in a hangar at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island (NASWI), February 21, 2024. VP-47 is based out 
of NASWI in support of Patrol and Reconnaissance Wing Ten. (U.S. Navy Photo by Mass Com-
munication Specialist 1st Class William Sykes)
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(TOP LEFT) OAK HARBOR, Wash. (Feb. 2, 2024) Rear Adm. Doug Verissimo, left, Commander, 
Naval Air Force Atlantic (AIRLANT), shakes hands with Cmdr. Isaiah Gammache, commanding 
officer, Patrol Squadron (VP) 1, during a visit to Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Feb. 2. VP 
1 conducts anti-submarine warfare along with intelligence-gathering, reconnaissance and 
surveillance missions. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gray 
Gibson)

(TOP RIGHT) OAK HARBOR, Wash. (Feb. 2, 2024) Rear Adm. Doug Verissimo, Commander, Naval 
Air Force Atlantic (AIRLANT), speaks to Sailors assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 1, during a 
visit to Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Feb. 2. VP 1 conducts anti-submarine warfare along 
with intelligence-gathering, reconnaissance and surveillance missions. (U.S. Navy photo by 
Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gray Gibson)

(BOTTOM RIGHT) OAK HARBOR, Wash. (Feb. 2, 2024) Rear Adm. Doug Verissimo, Commander, 
Naval Air Force Atlantic (AIRLANT), speaks to Sailors assigned to Patrol Squadron (VP) 1, dur-
ing a visit to Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Feb. 2. VP 1 conducts anti-submarine warfare 
along with intelligence-gathering, reconnaissance and surveillance missions. (U.S. Navy 
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Gray Gibson)
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(TOP LEFT) Manila, Philippines (May 21, 2024) Adm. Stephen Koehler, commander, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, speaks with Sailors from Patrol Squadron Four (VP-4) while preparing to participate in a 
reconnaissance flight aboard a U.S. Navy P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol and reconnaissance 
aircraft. VP-4, homeported out of NAS Whidbey Island, Washington, is forward-deployed to the 
U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations. 7th Fleet is the Navy’s largest forward-deployed numbered 
fleet, and routinely interacts and operates with allies and partners in preserving a free and 
open Indo-Pacific region. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist Second Class 
Andy Anderson)

(TOP RIGHT) SOUTH CHINA SEA (May 21, 2024) Adm. Stephen Koehler, commander, U.S. Pa-
cific Fleet, observes maritime activity in the South China Sea during a reconnaissance flight 
onboard a U.S. Navy P-8A maritime patrol and reconnaissance aircraft assigned to Patrol 
Squadron Four (VP-4). VP-4, homeported out of NAS Whidbey Island, Washington, is forward-
deployed to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations. 7th Fleet is the Navy’s largest forward-
deployed numbered fleet, and routinely interacts and operates with allies and partners in 
preserving a free and open Indo-Pacific region. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Spe-
cialist Second Class Andy Anderson)

(BOTTOM RIGHT) SOUTH CHINA SEA (May 21, 2024) Adm. Stephen Koehler, commander, U.S. 
Pacific Fleet, observes maritime activity in the South China Sea during a reconnaissance flight 
onboard a U.S. Navy P-8A maritime patrol and reconnaissance aircraft assigned to Patrol 
Squadron Four (VP-4). VP-4, homeported out of NAS Whidbey Island, Washington, is forward-
deployed to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations. 7th Fleet is the Navy’s largest forward-
deployed numbered fleet, and routinely interacts and operates with allies and partners in 
preserving a free and open Indo-Pacific region. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Spe-
cialist Second Class Andy Anderson)
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Patrol Squadron (VP) 5 held a Change of Command ceremny at Naval Air Station Jacksonville, 
Florida on 8 May 2024, during which Cmdr. Brett Eckert relieved Cmdr. Stefanie Haseman. 
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(May 10, 2024) THE FIGHTING TIGERS OF VP-8 CONTINUE TO STRENGTHEN AND DEVELOP 
THEIR MIND, BODY, AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH DURING THE FIRST TIGER THRIVE OF THE 2024/ 
2025 HOMECYCLE.
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On April 29th VP-9 held a change of command ceremony, CDR Matthew Hepfinger relieved 
CDR Jordan Brye as the Commanding Officer of Patrol Squadron NINE. Thank you CDR Brye for 
your dedicated leadership! Welcome Skipper Hepfinger and XO Berkstresser!



51

Patrol Squadron TEN (May 24, 2024) - Congratulations to the newest VP-10 Tactical Cordina-
tor (TACCO) LT Sparks, as well as the newest Instructor TACCO LT Henson!
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(TOP) VUP-19 (March 25, 2024) The Big RED Women’s History presentation and potluck was a 
success!! Every job and rank in the U.S. Navy is open to women and women serve in nearly ev-
ery Navy community. In the continued celebration of #WomensHistoryMonth, we recognize 
the diversity of our team and those who are under-represented across the Navy. We know 
there is still work to be done and strides to be made, but we are committed to an inclusive 
service and believe it is vital to mission success. Go Big RED!!

(BOTTOM) VUP-19 (March 19, 2024) - Thanks for joining us at VUP-19 Tocoi Creek High School! 
Hope you enjoyed learning about the U.S. Navy’s newest and most advanced unmanned sur-
veillance drones!



THANK YOU

PLANESIDE is a quarterly online magazine published for the 
Maritime Patrol Association, Inc. by septemberblue CREATIVE.
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Thank you to our generous 2024 sponsors!


